leagues, as well as the other members of the Confer-
ence, accepted Indian independence as the basis of
our talks. It was stated by you that the Constituent
Assembly would finally decide about the nexus or
other relationship that might be established between
a free India and England. While this is perfectly true,
it does not affect the position now, and that is the ac-
ceptance of Indian independence now.
If that is so then certain consequences inevitably
follow. We felt yesterday that there was no appre-
piation of these consequences. A Constituent Assem-
bly is not going to decide the question of Independence,
That question must be and, we take it, has been de-
cided now. That Assembly will represent the will of
the free Indian nation and give effect to it. It is not
going to be bound by any previous arrangements. It
has to be preceded by a provisional Government which
must function, as far as possible, as a Government of
free India, and which should undertake to make all
arrangements for the transitional period.
In our discussions yesterday repeated references
were made to "Groups" of Provinces functioning to-
gether, and it was even suggested that such a Group
would have an executive and legislative machinery.
This method of grouping has not so far been discussed
by us but still our talks seemed to presume all this.
I should like to make it very clear that we are en-
tirely opposed to any executive or legislative machi-
nary for a Group of Provinces or units of the Fede-
ration. That will mean Sub-Federation, if not some-
thing more, and we have already told you that we do
not accept this. It would result in creating three lay-
ers of executive and legislative bodies, an arrange-
ment which will be cumbrous, static and dis-jointed,
leading to continuous friction. We are not aware of
any such arrangement in any country.
We are emphatically of opinion that it is not open
to the Conference to entertain any suggestions for a
division of India. If this is to come, it should come
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